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Redevelopment Board Minutes 01/12/2009 

Arlington Redevelopment Board 
Minutes of January 12, 2009 


Members Present: Andrew West, Chair 

Christopher Loretl, Vice Chair 
Ed Tsoi 
Roly Chaput 
Bruce Fitzsimmons 


Also Present: Kevin O'Brien 


Andy West called the meeting to order at 7:00 and introduced a discussion about Zoning Bylaw changes by asking to 
discuss the issue of permitting sandwich board type signs. Several members of the Chamber of Commerce were in 
attendance to participate in the discussion. The Chamber members and Patsy Kraemer representing the Farmer’s Market 
all favored the idea of using sandwich board signs and said they were elTective in increasing business. Most also expressed 
reservations about their use such as their being blown by the wind, there being too many in one area, how to decide who 
can have them and who cannot, the inclusion of large national brand logos on signs. Most agreed that the best place for 
such signs is at the curb line, but cautioned about them blocking the doors of parked cars. It was suggested that permits 
could be issued for a one year period, requiring renewal, or that permits would be issued by lottery each year. 

It was discussed that anything placed on the public sidewalk required the permission of the Board of Selectmen and that 
perhaps the Zoning Bylaw had no jurisdiction in the right of way. Staff was asked to check into the issue. 

The discussion concluded with no clear direction about how to proceed and that no warrant article be submitted to the 
2009 Town Meeting. 

Next, Andy asked that the Board discuss the rezoning of 821 Mass. Ave. David Levy of the Housing Corporation of 
Arlington was present and Joined in the discussion. The rezoning is considered necessary if the Housing Corporation uses 
the house as an apartment building. It was decided that the request to re-zone the property should more properiy come 
from the Housing Corporation than the ARB. Staff was asked to check to see if the retail proposal plus the residential use 
of the house was considered one project, whether the rezoning would be necessary. 

The Board discussed the remaining articles making some changes and instructing staff which ones to submit for the Town 
Meeting warrant. 


The Board next reviewed minutes of past meetings, making some changes to the draft minutes. Roly Chaput moved to 
approve the minutes of the December 15, 2008 meeting as amended. Chris Loreti seconded the motion and the Board 
voted 5 to 0 to approve. 

Bruce Fitzsimmons moved to approve the minutes of the December 22, 2008 meeting as amended. Roly Chaput seconded 
the motion and the Board voted 5 to 0 to approve. 

Roly Chaput moved to approve the minutes of the January 5, 2009 meeting. Bruce Fitzsimmons seconded the motion and 
the Board voted 5 to 0 to approve. 

The Board adjourned at 10:00PM. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Kevin J. O’Brien 
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